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From our Board President

The challenges we faced in the past year were not insignificant. The ever-changing
economic landscape brought both opportunities and obstacles, and the lingering effects of
the global pandemic added layers of complexity to the issues our veterans confront daily.
However, these challenges have only deepened our resolve to make a positive impact in
their lives.

Our accomplishments have been made possible through the remarkable partnerships we
have cultivated over time. These alliances extend to our devoted donors and fellow
nonprofit organizations, whose support and collaboration have allowed us to expand the
reach and effectiveness of our programs and services.

To each of our valued partners, I extend my heartfelt gratitude for your steadfast dedication.
On behalf of our esteemed board of directors, I wish to convey our profound appreciation to
every member of the DVNF team for their unwavering commitment to serving our American
heroes.

As we look toward the future, we recognize that the economic landscape will continue to
evolve, presenting us with new challenges and opportunities. Our commitment to adapting
and innovating remains steadfast to ensure that our veterans receive the essential support
they need. Together, with your ongoing support and collaboration, we can embark on the
path ahead with confidence, determination, and a shared commitment to bettering the lives
of our veterans.

In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude for your integral role in the Disabled
Veterans National Foundation's journey. The fiscal year 2023 has been a year of progress,
resilience, and hope, and we eagerly anticipate the future, knowing that, together, we can
make a meaningful difference in the lives of those who have selflessly served our nation.

With warm regards,

Scott Carson
Board President
Disabled Veterans National Foundation

Dear Supporters,

As we bring the fiscal year 2023 to a close, I am pleased to reflect on
the significant strides and accomplishments that we, the Disabled
Veterans National Foundation, have achieved in fulfilling our mission.
Our unwavering commitment to improving the lives of military
disabled and at-risk veterans has continued to drive our efforts
throughout the year.

DVNF ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | 1



Our "Mission Possible" program, an online self-care resource, now boasts a thriving
community of over 1,500 registered users, including military veterans, first responders, and
their beloved family members. This invaluable resource, supported by generous donors like
you, focuses on mental health and overall well-being.

Considering the ongoing Middle East conflict and the continued buildup of our military
presence, your support has never been more crucial. The situation in the Middle East carries
the potential to affect our American service members and their loved ones. It underscores
the importance of being prepared for their return, as this conflict could escalate into a larger
war.

We are pleased to announce that the "Mission Possible" program will soon be available to our
returning service members, providing them with vital resources and support during their
reintegration into civilian life.

We are also excited to introduce the "Capacity Building Grants (GPS) Program." These grants
provide support to our nation's veterans on their unique paths to recovery. Recognizing that
there is no one-size-fits-all approach to overcoming the mental impacts of war, these grants
are awarded to organizations across the country dedicated to addressing veterans' mental
and physical recovery. DVNF holds two open grant sessions each year, allowing
organizations to submit their applications.

DVNF remains steadfast in our commitment to bridging the gaps and providing essential
resources to veterans who have dedicated themselves to serving our nation. Our "Grants to
Provide Stability" (GPS) Program, Health & Comfort program, and National Job Board
continue to serve as vital lifelines for veterans seeking assistance and support. 

Your unwavering support remains indispensable as we navigate these challenging times. We
are profoundly grateful for your commitment to our mission and the veterans we have the
privilege to serve. Together, we can continue to make a meaningful and lasting difference in
their lives.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Joseph VanFonda
SgtMaj USMC (Ret)
DVNF/Chief Executive Officer

From our CEO
Dear Supporters and Friends,

As we near the end of 2023, we extend our heartfelt gratitude for your
unwavering support of the Disabled Veterans National Foundation
(DVNF). Your steadfast commitment remains the bedrock of our mission
to empower and uplift our nation's heroes.

In the past year, DVNF has expanded its programs to meet the diverse
and evolving needs of veterans and their families. We are proud to
highlight several initiatives:
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ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW

The Disabled Veterans National Foundation (DVNF) provides critically
needed support to disabled and at-risk veterans who leave the military
wounded—physically or psychologically—after defending our safety and our
freedom

We achieve this mission by:

OUR MISSION

Offering direct financial
support to veteran
organizations that
address the unique

needs of veterans, and
whose missions align
with that of DVNF.

Providing supplemental
assistance to homeless

and low-income
veterans through the

Health & Comfort
program and various

empowerment
resources.

Providing an online
resource database that

allows veterans to
navigate the complex

process of seeking
benefits that they are
entitled to, as well as
additional resources

they need.

Providing a free national
job board that connects
the veteran community
with leading employers.

This free job board is
dedicated to serving our

veterans that kept
America free
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VETERANS SERVED PER STATE DURING FISCAL YEAR 2023

Nationwide

Impact

In 2023, DVNF's reach extended
further than ever before, impacting
thousands of veterans across the
country. Our programs are designed
to address the unique challenges
faced by disabled veterans,
providing them with the resources
they need to rebuild their lives. From
health and wellness initiatives to
financial stability and job placement,
DVNF is committed to being a force
multiplier in the lives of those who
have sacrificed so much.

3133
1618
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142

113

90

2023 A YEAR IN REVIEW
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amount donated
to veterans per
state during
fiscal year 2023

$64K

$118K$113K

$72K

$57K

$43K

2023 A YEAR IN REVIEW
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2023 Finance

Thanks to our donors, the Foundation raised $ 25,744,812 in 2023!



DVNF ANNUAL REPORT 2023 OUR IMPACT IN 2023
HEALTH AND COMFORT PROGRAM

CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS PROGRAM

$3,900,000 +
Total value of goods sent
to veterans.

14,800 +
Estimated number of Veterans
served through our Health and
Comfort Program

Program partners across the
nation

35

Comfort kits were provided to
low income and homeless
veterans

Health and Comfort Program
served veterans accross

30 STATES

18,293

$860,000 +
In grants awarded to
aid disabled veterans

27,900 +
Estimated number of Veterans
impacted by our Capacity Building
Grants Program

Program partners were awarded
grants across the nation

47 Capacity Building Program
served veterans accross

25 STATES

GRANTS TO PROVIDE STABILITY PROGRAM

$140,000 +
In grants to provide
housing stability for
disabled veterans

159
Veterans impacted by our Grants
To Provide Stability Program

Grants To Provide Stability
Program served veterans accross

34 STATES
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Program Highlights:
Transforming Lives

DVNF’s Health & Comfort Kits have been a lifeline for veterans struggling to

meet their basic needs. In 2023, we distributed 18,000 Health & Comfort Kits

to veterans across the country. Each kit includes essential items such as

hygiene products, clothing, and blankets. These kits ensures that veterans

have the necessities to maintain their health and dignity. For many, these

kits have been the first step toward reclaiming their lives.

Health & Comfort Program
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HEALTH AND COMFORT

In 2023, the Foundation served approximately 14,800 Veterans and their families through 35
organizations across the nation. This resulted in an investment of $3,900,000+ to aid our

nation’s struggling veterans.

Through our Health and Comfort program DVNF distributes our signature Comfort Kits to
struggling veterans throughout the country. The contents of our Comfort Kits vary based on our
inventory; however, we always strive to include quality and full-sized items such as shampoo,
conditioner, soap, a toothbrush, toothpaste, and other hygiene items. DVNF has also recently
created our own signature Women’s Kits. These kits were created to supplement our Comfort
Kits and make sure our too often overlooked female veterans have the personal care items they
truly need.
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2023 CBG PROGRAM INVESTMENT

Of these organizations, 9 provided Housing and Homelessness
services and 38 provided mental and physical wellness services.

To help Veterans across the nation dealing with wounds
sustained during their service, the Foundation provides services
to organizations helping these veterans with Mental and Physical
wellness, Housing and Homelessness and Employment.

The Foundation’s programs served 47 organizations in 25
states. An investment of $860,000 serving more than 27,900
veterans and their families.

FOCUS AREAS PARTICIPANTS
SERVED

DVNF
INVESTMENT

NUMBER OF
ORGANIZATIONS

SERVED

14,370

13,534

$174,000

$686,000

9

38

GRAND TOTAL 27,904 $860,000 47

Housing and Homelessness

Mental and Physical Wellness

STATES SERVED BY DVNF CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM

Capacity Building Grants Program

$101K

$100K

$71K

$56K

$58K
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2023 CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS PROGRAM PARTNERS
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$17K

$13K

Grants to

Provide

Stability

(GPS)

Program

Financial stability is critical for veterans

transitioning back into civilian life. The

GPS Program provided over $140,000 in

grants to 159 veterans in 2023, helping

them avoid crises such as eviction, utility

shutoffs, and other financial hardships.

These grants have been a crucial safety

net, allowing veterans to focus on

rebuilding their lives without the

constant fear of financial collapse.

$20K

$19K

$7K

$6.5K

AMOUNT DONATED TO VETERANS PER STATE THROUGH OUR GPS PROGRAM DURING 2023

AMOUNT DONATED AND VETERANS SERVED PER
BRANCH OF SERVICE THROUGH OUR GPS
PROGRAM IN 2023
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TESTIMONIALS
Real Stories of Transformation

“The GPS program gave me the support I needed when I fell behind on my
mortgage. I didn’t know how I was going to make the payment and still support
my family. I was worried that the home I worked so hard to get would be taken
from me, or that my credit, which took years to build, would suffer another
serious hit. The biggest impact was the relief I felt, knowing that someone had
my back and the weight was lifted off my shoulders.”

Gypsy S.

GPS Program

"I want to sincerely thank each and every one of you for your hard work, support, and
kindness. I have no family and very few friends, and when things got bad, I felt
completely alone.

Before you helped me, I was contemplating suicide, feeling like I couldn’t take much
more. Without a car, I was overwhelmed by the challenge of finding rides to work,
treatment, VA appointments, and court. I honestly don’t think I would have had the
strength to keep going. You truly saved my life. Knowing that people care made a
huge difference. I will never forget what you did for me.

Now, I won’t lose my car, which is my lifeline. I’m starting school to earn my Bachelor’s
in Animal-Assisted Therapy and plan to continue on to get my Master’s in Social Work.
My goal is to help other veterans by creating and administering Equine Therapy
programs."

Susanne N.
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The United States faces a silent crisis—a profound mental health challenge that affects countless
lives. Among those most affected are our veterans, first responders, and their families, who bear
the invisible scars of service and often struggle with mental health issues. In response to this
national crisis, the Disabled Veterans National Foundation (DVNF) has stepped forward to provide
vital assistance.

PROGRAM

Total Participants: 2,883 veterans, first responders, and family members have registered for the
program.
Active Engagement: Currently, 1,250 participants are actively enhancing their mental health.
Branch Breakdown:

1,367

580

466

220

190

39

28

2,883

1.  United States Army

2. United States Navy

3. United States Air Force

4. United States Marine Corps

5. Veterans’ Family Member

6. United States Coast Guard

7. First Responders

Grand total

100% 94%100%

REAL STORIES OF TRANSFORMATION:

DATA POINTS FROM PARTICIPANTS

Participants have reported
increased relaxation and
mindfulness through the
Mission Possible program

Participants report that
use of the Mission Possible

techniques help reduce
worry, stress and anxiety.

Participants believe these
exercises help gain

increased understanding
of their body's needs.

ADDRESSING THE MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS: 
A CALL TO ACTION

THE
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TESTIMONIALS
Real Stories of Transformation

I think this was a wonderful experience/exercise. It was very
straightforward and passed along, helpful information. I would suggest
it. Especially for those that may need assistance in self control of
emotional response & self happiness.

Edward S.

Brian F.

"I am more relaxed now that I have these tools to utilize that I
learned from this course. I will tell my fellow veterans that this course
has helped me and that they need to take it to learn how to deal with
their stress and anxiety in a healthy way."

Pierre E.

"The program influenced my mindset and life by allowing me time
to refocus on my goals and stress. I am more relaxed from only a
few sessions, and it helped me create a different plan for my future
success journey."
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DVNF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

• Comfort Kits

• Bags of Groceries

• Lunch and Snacks

• A New Suit

• A $25 Gift Card

• Comfort Kits

• Bags of Groceries

• Lunch and Snacks

Post-COVID-19 many people were in need of
additional assistance. To respond to this need,
the Foundation began hosting an annual Gran-
N-Go to help local veterans. The Foundation
staff provided comfort kits, gift cards, and
groceries to each participant. In 2023, The
Grab-N-Go was sponsored by The Padre Pio
Foundation and was held in Newington,
Connecticut at the Newington VA. DVNF
served 450 Veterans and their families on May
24, 2023.

2023 RESOURCE FAIR 2023 GRAB-N-GO

229 Veterans and Their Families Were Provided

$11,250 Distributed to Participants in Gift Cards

450 Veterans and Their Families Were Provided
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DVNF's Grab N' Go events have become a critical resource for veterans in need

of immediate support. In 2023, we hosted one such event in collaboration with

The Padre Pio Foundation of America at the Newington VA Medical Center. This

event reached 450 homeless and low-income veterans in the

Newington/Hartford, Connecticut area, providing them with a complimentary

meal, health and comfort kits, resource binders, and grocery store gift cards.

These efforts ensured that veterans had access to basic necessities without

delay.

Grab N’ Go Event
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VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR

DVNF Health & Comfort Kits: 
Full-sized health and hygiene
items, clothing, and more were
distributed to each veteran.

The DVNF's Resource Fair served approximately 229 veterans, exceeding the
previous year's count of 200. The fair provided:

Financial Assistance:   
Veterans received a $50 Visa gift
card for food, and an additional
$50 Visa gift card from DVNF's
CEO, Joseph VanFonda.

Nutritional Provisions: 
Free breakfast and lunch ensured
attendees were well-nourished
throughout the event.

Resource Guidance: 
A comprehensive book of
community resources and access
to over 47 organizations offered
extended support.

Professional Attire: 
Collaboration with Tailored Brands
provided new professional attire
for both men and women,
enhancing their confidence.
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How Your Support Makes a

Difference
Our work would not be possible without the generous
contributions of our supporters. In 2023, DVNF was able to
expand our reach and impact more veterans than ever before.
Every donation, large or small, has played a crucial role in
transforming lives.

Looking Ahead: 
Our Commitment 
to Veterans

DVNF remains committed to expanding our programs and
reaching even more veterans in need. We are excited to introduce
new initiatives aimed at improving veteran employment
opportunities, enhancing mental health services, and expanding
our efforts to ensure that all veterans receive the support they
deserve.
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Thank You for

Your Support
Phone Number

(202) 737-0522

Email Address

info@dvnf.org

Website

www.DVNF.org

We extend our heartfelt

thanks to every donor,

volunteer, and partner who

has supported DVNF this

year. Your generosity and

commitment have made a

real difference in the lives

of veterans who have given

so much for our country.

Together, we provide the

support and care they need

to lead fulfilling lives.

facebook.com/The.DVNF

instagram.com/thedvnf/

youtube.com/officialdvnf

x.com/DVNF
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